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e ede Arham, Mass. at av Ama/r’co)n waiversity

called WMiskatonic. Apparc,\( Ty T joined the faculty and

tangnt chewistry +o ouder olum—es\ wWhewn T called
the wiversity after wmy proper awakemvn@ it seemed
they had been impressed by my wealth, my kvight=———
hood and wy Victoria Crosst (Where is i+ vow??? How
could T lose such-an honourlll) By all accommts T-was a——
good professor, much beloved by my students. T
spent every free hour in the library studying +he
writing, yes I had become convinced i+ was such Card.
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<wa5 +therefor over +ev years in total, Tew long
years. The rest of the world wonld have thounght 7
had fallen off the edge of the earth if T had ot
made arrangements to draw on wy family's wealth
to supplement wy salary. T made vo attempt to
contact anyone back home and ignored any attempts
to contact me. Evew to the extent of rudely spurmng
poor, sweet (qrace whew she came to see mell
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T wmade little head way in all that five. Wy <>bs‘fasls"llo$|5')-l
kept me from sharing.the pladques with anyone. But
finally T was careless and left a copy of the variant

text lying ov a study table. Whew T realized wy ervor T
returved to the library in a frevzied haste. The paper
was agonel (Wait, do T remewmber this or do T just
Imagine wmy response?) T asked at the reference desk
and the gjirl on duty pointed at ove of the antiduarian
professors, Dr. Little who looke up somewhat...

”
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- surprised at wy velhemence. "Wiay do you have &
- Huyperborian text," they asked, "I thought T was the
only one at WMiskatovic studying it+." T was flabber- =
gasted. T did vot even kuow what Hyperborean was.
Dr. Little explaived that it was the oldest knoww

hamaw language predating any others by millenvia, 3
Most scholars did vot believe that it was a real tongue!

at all since so few examples survive. Dr. Little was ove
of the few scholars who could read i+! Cordile
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Dr. Little helped we translate +he Hyperboreav text and then we
worked at a concordance for the other syllabary found on the
plagnes. Tt was hard and Dr. Little became icreasingly uneasy at
what we seemed o find. They claimed that the text was written
by some non-human species and that the words and thoughts
seemed blasphemous in the extreme! With wy permission a third
professor was brougm aboard. A specialist in some antediluvian
species he claimed walked the earth lowg before man. (Ovly at
WMiskatovic University wonld such topics be enconraged. Elsewhere
such-un-Godly wonsense would be dismissed or at least discussed in
_whispers!) Prof. Osborne struck me as more thaw a little mad.

Card 7

The text spoke of such horrible things in such a cold-blooded
mawer. Thivgs T caunot repeat herel Wy only consolation was
the sheer antiguity of the text. T+ spoke of the ewnd of awn ice
age, the last one? Or a previous one? But it also spoke of a
rising-thareat, humavity, so i+ must be the most recently ended
onel They, and it is hard to determive what they were, stated
that they were safe in their fortress somewhere i the wmiddle of
a great otean (Pacific?). T thought the matter might have

~ended there but Prof. Osborve claimed e Wad deciphered their

system of co-ordinates based on the position of the stars. T

—gasped thivking surely the stars would be different now!
Card &




suffzlo.
Damn that Osborne but he had alrcadq -mkgn 1aha leFeram
wto accomnt! Let us approach the umVarsmq a
expedition! Wadness. Wy obsession seemed Yo bc ea nmg %
so T made voises about letting the matter fie. But Osborn
and Little were convinced that this would ke a-scibwtificcé
if they could prove the existence of a won-human species | o
that prcda—l'cd man! Something felt wrong to me al:?éa-r all
this but T was eventually swept up in the exciteme nb 4
matter that my specialt, chemistry had naught to do with
this sortof exploration. The university was excited as well
and after a years planwning we set off for the south seas. -
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__auttlaaﬁﬁ All the while +he island was slowly sivking ko the——
“ged." NB doubt at the Wand of a benévolnet Ged who wished to
~ finally wipe these movsters off of the face of the eartiab o st
—Li+He was dead, Osborne was dead, The crew was dead and-att—
—I had +6 shiew for the expedition was avother set of plab,u)czyi_
__A formulary Little swore from the scaut time he spenten
—transtatingthem. Worse thau the Codrington plagues a\?“"“‘“’
Tiese ncluded nscrived illustrations! Flayed, ape-like hamans
—and pictures of horrible, wicked looking plants and the antivrgnae
—themsetves. As I fled with these plaques one final injustice, a
huge rock erupted from the volcano and struck the Fleming

—“W%W*’O the bottom! ~ Card1®







